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From the Head of School ~ Arlene Wishnew

Dear Alumni of Vincent Smith School,

This year Vincent Smith School is celebrating its 85" anniversary. Iam happy to say that our
program continues to remain focused and committed to enhancing the lives of our students.

Our school is thriving. This year we added a 4™ grade, we instituted a self- advocacy program for all
our students called S.A.M., we are in the process of outfitting every classroom with Smartboards to
support multi-sensory and interactive learning, and we are focusing on differentiated instruction so that we can meet the
needs of each of our student® learning styles.

As I receive emails and letters from alumni, I marvel at the diverse paths each of you has taken. Whatever the path, we hope
that the Vincent Smith School has played a key role in your journey.

During this holiday season, we hope that you will take a moment to remember us fondly and to support the school so that
others can benefit from the Vincent Smith School experience. Together, we can create a society where we are able to live
richer and fuller lives.

VSS Alumni Donate a $30,000 Multi-Year Family Scholarship

Brothers, Arthur and Gilbert Geoffrion, have set stogudehthvth
financial need. Arthur and Gilbert attended VSS as their Primary School and have many fond memories of those formative years. Art
attended VSS from 1943-1948 and Gil from 1950-195. When asked about their motivatio
greatly enjoyed our early school years at Vincent Smith. The atmosphere was warm and nurturing, the perfect place to begin our
social and academic education. The name we have chosen for this scholarship is meant to honor our parents, who had the wisdom to
choose Vincent Smith as our first school. It is a privilege to be able to make it possible for a few other families to choose a school of
Vincent Smibthds quality.

Art is a retired faculty member of the business school at UCLA and enjoys spending time with his 5 grandchildren and activities such
as genealogy, reading, fitness and renewing contacts with classmates from primary, middle and high school. Gil is semi-retired but has
held many interesting vocations such as a jeweler, a communications expert, and a special consultant on projects for the US Dept. of
Defense.

OWe are so appreciative of all that the Geoffrion family has
done in recognition of the foundation that was set for them at
Vincent Smith School, 6 said
0The way they are reachingf
another child is what weod

We challenge other VSS alumni to make a difference in the life
of a child by contributing to the VSS Scholarship Fund. As
the Geoffrion brothers take the lead in the education of
tomorrowds | eaders we encou iy NaRRReeE o

out to children who need our help to become the best they can Arthur Geoffrion Gilbert Geoffrion
be.



https://www.vincentsmithschool.org/make-a-gift.asp

VSS Past Happenings
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events that have occurred or will be taking place at the School. Our students have traveled to England and France on a School
sponsored trip. We just completed our 19" year of visiting the Rocking Horse Ranch, and explored the Southwestern U.S.
Each year we hold a Lecture Series and a Special Education Fair for the community and currently updated our Computer Lab

with state-ofOthe-art equipment. Take a look at what else is hap
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Scholarship Brunch Honors Arlene Wishnew

Arlene Wishnew, VSS Head of School, was our honoree this
year at the Scholarship Fund Fashion Show Brunch held on
April 6, 2008 at the Brookville Country Club. Celebrating
thirty years of service
find myself looking back with such pride at the work the
school has accomplished, and most importantly, the difference
it has made in the lives of so many wonderful people &
students, staff and parents.0 Pictured here is Mrs. Wishnew
with VSS Board Chairperson, Ellen Forrest.
event raises money to award scholarships for financially needy
children to attend VSS.
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Osi Umenyiora of the NY Giants is

Guest of Honor at VSS Sports Awards Dinner
Osi Umenyiora was recently the guest of honor at the Vincent
Smith School Sports Dinner, courtesy of JP Morgan Chase. The
dinner was held at the Swan Club in Glenwood Landing. This
annual event recognizes the athletic achievements of VSS
students in basketball, soccer, softball and volleyball, and raises
money for t hre pr&eh. ®othred,sfrons lpftoro
right, Michael Clark (VSS Board), Dr. Veronica McCue (VSS
Principal), Peri Zausner (VSS Board), Osi Umenyiora, Dave
Dickman (VSS Board) and Arlene Wishnew (VSS Head of
School).

Alumni Reunion of 2008

On June 14" VSS Alumni and faculty gathered for a wonderful
day in Port Washington. Our
Restaurant on the water and alumni from various decades had

an opportunity to reconnect and renew old friendships with
both classmates and teachers. A fun day was had by all! Please
keep your eyes open for information on our next reunion; you
wono want to miss it!

VSS Students and Faculty Walk to Raise Money

A successful Walk-A-Thon through the town of Port
Washington was held in May of 2008. VSS received outstanding
proclamations from the Town of Hempstead and Nassau County
recognizing Vincent Sygdrstofservieec h o
to the Long Island Community. Event sponsors included Astoria
Federal Savings, Arena Sports & GraphicsandBe nds Kos he
Board trustee Peri Zausner presented Assemblywoman Michelle
Schimel and Councilman Wayne Wink with awards for their
outstanding contributions to education and the Vincent Smith
School.


http://www.vincentsmithschool.org/

Alumni Class Notes

Did You Know thaté

Carolyn Anziano ( 98-®1) resides locally and works for a
childrends daycare éamilg
Mondschein-Calkins (&70-5) is a Youth Transition
Specialist helping special needs high school graduates and
resides on the west coast with her husband and two
sonse Sara Crescas ( 889 3) IS
é Dina Cunningham (84-&7) is a stay-at-home mom and
lives in sunny Florida with her husband and two sons
é Marc Eberle (78-80) is a Parts & Service Director for
a major auto dealership, has two teenage children and
would like to catch up with Charles Cifarellié Todd
Geyer ( 8-&0) resides on the west coast but often travels
to NY on business and would love to reconnect with old
friends from VSSé Meaghan Huber ( 08-®7) is currently
attending Mitchell College and sends her best to all other
VSS al uDamdi Kimmel 67808 has his own
business in the animal health field and is a published
authoré John Lewis ( 68-&70) is a Senior Geologist in the
environmental field and has 19 year old daughter
attending Texas A&Mé William Louis, Jr. (83-80) is in
the radio broadcasting business and is married with two
daughtersé Neal Mallor (84-83) in the CFO and VP of a
food service redistribution company and is married with
two sons. He is also a volunteer firefighter and EMT
here on Long Islandé Douglas Mayer (&75-0’8) is an
attorney and has his own law firm. He is also the father
of two wonderful sonsé Sandy Messinger (&75-076) is
married with three children and fondly remembers Ms.
Roche and the entire staff at VSSé Katie Pustay (89-87)
currently resides in PA
booksé

a miciaf

LR Ny

NS S W

Daniel Stone (39-®1) attends CW Post/Long Island
University and i Banar\eipstein-i
Younger (83-@7)h ol ds a Dédgraednt educatbos
and has worked as a nursery school director. She is
now a stay-ath ome mom t o t hShare
Weinstein-Marrapodi ( 78-84) is married with four
children and she and her husband Joey own a
photography and video company. She is also a book
author, art teacher and radio program manageré Beth
Wekselblatt-Oster ( 90-35) recently celebrated her first
year of marriage and works locally as a
Par alkéntperleyé Wolk (88-84) resides in NH
and is a Veterinary Techniciané Ronnie Zeidel (6 B
03 owns his own sports marketing and public
relations firm called Clutch Media & Marketing and is
the publisher of SLAM Magazine. He is married with
two children and would love to hear from classmates
Ricky Gaster and Howie Fierman.

Our VSS Website Has a New Look!

We have been working hard to revitalize our VSS website and
search engine optimization. There are still a few kinks that need
to be worked out but I encourage you log on to our new site and

check it out for yourself. Also, if you submitted an Alumni
Profile anytime between July 1 and November 1 please log on

and resend again. We found a small bug in the site and as a
result we were not receiving update S . We dond
think that we have forgotten about you! Just log on to
www.vincentmsithschool.org and click on the Alumni link.
Dondt f or geAlumhi®roffeand tipdate tiskwieh your
contact information and what you have been up to. We look
forward to hearing from you!
regarding the site please contact Debra Galinsky, VSS Director of
Development at dgalinsky@vincentsmithschool.org.

If you have any questions


http://www.vincentmsithschool.org/
https://www.vincentsmithschool.org/my-profile.asp

Vincent Smith School

322 Port Washington Blvd.
Port Washington, NY 11050
(516) 365-4900

www.vincentsmithschool.org

GET INVOLVED with VSS!

e Cash Donation

o Corporate Matching Gifts

o Appreciated Securities

e Memorial and Honoring Gifts

o Bequests and Other Planned Gifts (life

Volunteer to Serve on the Special Events,
Development or Alumni Committee
e Donate free advertising for VSS through

your media contacts

insurance, charitable gift annuities, etc.) e Through your celebrity contacts help
* Donate Goods or Services (for use as VSS with special fundraising events
raffle prizes - such as TVs, autos, hotel | ¢ Join the Alumni Association or become
weekends, airline or theater tickets) a Class Rep

The Mission of the Vincent Smith School is to provide a small, supportive,
educational setting for reluctant learners and students with special education needs
where they can achieve academic success and learn valuable life skills in order to
become participating members of society. The school is committed to providing a
well-integrated program of studies and activities necessary for social adjustment,
individual development and sound academic learning.



http://www.vincentsmithschool.org/

